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THE VALUE OF VACCINATION.
DECLARATION BY MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

THE Jenner Society has issued under date of October 7th,
1897, a declaration as to the relative merits of vaccination and
" sanitation" as preventives of small-pox. In a brief intro-
duction prefixed to the declaration by the Honorary Secretary
of :the Jenner Society, Dr. F. T. Bond, of Gloucester, it is
pointed out that such an expression of opinion will be the
most effective answer to the views to which the statement of
the two dissentient members of the late Royal Commission
on Vaccination have given so much currency, to the effect,
namely, that " sanitation " can be safely relied on not as an
adjunct to, but in the place of vaccination. It is pointed out
further that the declaration, whilst affirming the report of
the late Royal Commission that "I sanitation" cannot be
relied on as a substitute for vaccination, also confirms two
other conclusions contained in the report-that vaccination,
especially by the use of calf lymph, is free from any serious
danger, and that, to perpetuate the protection against small-
pox afforded by vaccination in infancy, it is expedient to re-
peat the operation at a later age.
The declaration, we are informed, has already been signed

by upwards of 850 medical officers of health in Great Britain,
India, and the Colonies. It is further pointed out that nearly
250 of the signatories are those of men who have no pecuniary
interest of any kind in vaccination, and include those of
officers of a number of English, Welsh, and Scotch counties,
the metropolitan and many combined provincial districts,
and nearly all the large towns. It is still in process of signa-
nature, and will, it is believed, be endorsed by medical
officers of health in all parts of the world. The following is
the text of the declaration:
" We, the undersigned, actually or recently medical officers

of health, think it, right, in view of assertions which have
been published, with some appearance of authority, as to the
efficacy of " sanitation " as a substitute for vaccination in
dealing with small-pox, to make the following statement:
" I. As responsible sanitary officials, to whom the care of

the health and lives of the community is especially entrusted,
we have every inducement to give due weight to the value of
" sanitation " in the widest sense of the term, for the preven-
tion of small-pox, as of other forms of infectious disease. We
include in that term good drainage, the removal of refuse,
the supply of pure air and water, and all other conditions
which are calculated to fortify the body against disease in
general.

" 2. We are no less alive to the importance of those special
precautionary measures which experience has shown to be so
valuable, when effectively used, to arrest the spread of in-
fectious disease, such as the immediate notification of
illness, the efficient isolation of the sick and of those who
have been exposed to infection, and thorough disinfection of
persons and things.
"3. Whilst thus fully appreciating the value of these

agencies for such purposes, we unhesitatingly declare our
belief that they cannot alone be relied on either to prevent or
to stamp out epidemics of small-pox.
" 4. We believe that the only trustworthy protection at pre-

sent known against small-pox, alike for the individual and
the community, is efficient vaccination in infancy and sub-
sequent revaccination, and that the only effective way of
stamping out epidemics of this disease lies in the free use of
these agencies.

s. We are so thoroughly convinced that the dangers alleged
against vaccination are, as the Royal Commissioners have
asserted "insignificant," even without the additional safe-
guards which the Commissioners have recommended that,
in common with nearly the whole of the medical profession,
we not only prescribe it generally, but use it for ourselves,
our families, and others in whose welfare we are personally
interested.
" 6. We repudiate the calumny which has been freely circu-

lated that either we or other members of the medical pro-
fession have been influenced in forming or expressing our
belief in vaccination by any consideration other than that of
the public health, but we think it well to add that a con-
siderable number of us derive no emoluments of any kind
from the practice of vaccination."

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.
AN ordinary quarterly Council was held on October 14th, Sir
WILLIAM MAC COIRMAC, Bart., President, in the chair. The
minutes of the preceding meeting were read and confirmed.
Mr. C. H. Golding-Bird was admitted a member of the

Court of Examiners.
The newly-appointed Librarian, Mr. Victor G. Plarr, was

introduced to sign the required declaration on his admission
as Librarian.
A sum of £24 was voted for the restoring of the picture of

Henry VIII granting the Charter to the Barbers and Surgeons
and a sum of Lbo for glazing and varnishing the portraits of
Sir Astley Cooper, Sir Anthony Carlisle, Sir Caesar Hawkins,
Percival Pott, and Lord Lister.
Mr. T. Bryant was re-elected a member of the Committee of

Management.
Sir William Mac Cormac and Mr. Henry Morris were elected

members of the Laboratories Committee in the vacancies
occasioned by the retirement by rotation of Mr. Henry
Power and Mr. A. A. Bowlby.
A vote of thanks was accorded to the President and Mr.

Jessop for their representation of the College at the Moscow
Congress.
The Chairman of the Annual Report Committee submitted

for the consideration of the Council a draft copy of the report
to be presented to the Fellows and Members at the annual
meeting to be held at 3 o'clock on November i8th, I897.
Mr. R. J. Godlee was elected a member of the Court of

Examiners' Section of the Board of Examiners in Dental
Surgery, in the vacancy occasioned by the retirement of Sir
William Mac Cormac, Bart.
The PRESIDENT reported that he had accepted on behalf of

the Council a portrait of Fr6re Jacques, presented to the
College by Mr. Sharon Grote Turner, who was thanked for his
presentation.
A memorial signed by medical practitioners resident in

Great Yarmouth was read. Amongst the questions submitted
for the consideration of the Council was the following: Is the
holding of appointments such as are herein described com-
patible with the conditions under which your diploma is
granted and held? To this question the following answer
was made: That there is no provision in the charters or by-
laws of the College prohibiting Fellows and Members of the
College from acting as medical officers to medical associa-
tions. The Council in answer also stated that, while not pre-
pared to express an abstract opinion on the question raised
by the memorialists, it was willing to consider any evidence
which might be submitted to them respecting canvassing for
patients, either directly or indirectly, by any individual
Fellow or Member of the College, with a view to determining
whether or not such Fellow or Member has been guilty of a
breach of the by-laws.

DEATHS UNDER ANAMHSTETICS.
ETHER.

WE have been favoured by Dr. Edward Rice, of Oxford, with
the following particulars of the case in which a lady died
while undergoing an operation under ether:
" Mrs. P. suffered from a large semisolid malignant tumour

of the ovary, and was advised by Mr. Sankey against surgical
interference a year ago unless the growth increased so as to
be intolerable, or cause danger to life by pressure. On this
occurring she again consulted him, and the risks were fully
explained to her. However, she and her friends were urged
to have something attempted even though it might be re-
garded as more or less of a forlorn hope, and the probability
of her not surviving the operation was explained. She, how-
ever, preferred the chance, as she said, to otherwise certain
death after much suffering, and as a result of their persist-
ence the operation was attempted. The an.esthetic chosen
was ether, given through Clover's inhaler. She took it well,
and from first to last the anesthesia caused no anxiety. A
very free incision was made from above the umbilicus to the
pubes, and the growth, which was very vascular, was freely
exposed to the air for about an hour, as also some coils of
intestine which were firmly adherent to it, and were with
difficulty separated. There was rather free haemorrhage from


